VAZHAkUNNAM AS A COMMENTATOR OF WMADBHAGAVATAM

person should be judged based on the generality of his action in
life and not based on a particular incident. Vazhakunnam has
referred not only to other commentators but also great thinkers
1 ike Vivekananda.] 2

In the following sloka,13
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Vazhakunnam notes the importance of the qualification -
Bhagavatpradhana, for the person who is requested to narrate
stories of Lord Hari. Only a Bhagavat pradhana, can effectively
tell about Bhagavan just as only a good musician can impart
melodious music. Vazhakunnam also denounces the habit of certain
so called bhaktas who invite their relatives to perform Bhagavata
saptahas so that the money does not go out of their kith and kin,
and they feel hollow pride of having gained holiness.

Now on how Vazhakunnam wrote the commentary - It was
on a Sivaratri day in 1943 that Vazhakunnam started to write this
commentary of Bhagavata. Sankaranarayanan, his son had been
the scribe for the commentary to the first two slokas.14 But later
it was his brothers who acted as scribes.

12. Ibid,p34L

13. Srimadbhagavatam (1,18,15), ibid., p.334.

14. 0. Sankaranarayanan Nambudiri, Bhaktasiraomani, op.cit.
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